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THE 
1 DOSSIER 
R O V I R A  1 V I R G I L I  
U N I V E R S I T Y  
THE UNIVERSITY MUST MAKE USE OF THE REGION, AND AT 
THE SAME TIME, THE REGION MUST MAKE USE OF THE 
UNIVERSITY, AS THE PUBLIC SERVICE IT 1s. AN EXAMPLE OF 
THE FIRST CONDITION APPLIED TO THE ROVIRA I VIRGILI 
UNIVERSITY IS THE CONSIDERABLE INDUSTRIAL PRESENCE 
IN TARRAGONA, ESPECIALLY THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, 
WHICH EXPLAINS THE EMPHASIS PLACED ON SCIENCE AND 
CHEMICAL ENGINEERING COURSES. 
J O A N  M A R T I  i C A S T E L L  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  M A N A G E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E .  U N I V E R S I T A T  R O V I R A  I V I R G I L I  
he new Catalan universities 
raise the question of why and for 
what they are needed. To put it 
anothér way, what is the justification for 
the national territory's new further edu; 
cation map? One initial consideration: 
if we look at the distances separating 
the three cities of Lleida, Girona and 
Tarragona from one another and from 
the metropolis of Barcelona, there 
seems no doubt that, contrary to what 
one might deduce from a first impres- 
sion, these are not sufficient cause for 
the work and especially the human and 
material resources demanded by the 
Generalitat de Catalunya's new organi- 
sation. 
It would be illogical if the plan had been 
for al1 of Catalonia's universities to of- 
fer the same courses. If this were our 
intention we would be doubly and se- 
riously mistaken, as indiscriminately 
proposing as many courses as possible. 
at each university would involve, apart 
from anything else, an unsustainable ex- 
pense, but, especially, the impossible 
dream of having first-class researchers 
and teachers at each of the seven uni- 
versities. ConsequentIy, we need to get 
used to the idea that each of them must 
be characterized by its own specialities, 
not to be repeated in any of the others 
except in response to the overcrowding 
of certain centres. We should think of it 
as though Catalonia had only one Uni- 
versity -and therefore only one policy 
on further education-, shared out be- 
tween the different parts of the country. 
This leads to the conclusion that we 
must set out with a plan that gives 
exactly the same irnportance to each 
university: if the URV is disregarded 
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-in whatever way-, the damage is not 
only to the institution in itself, but also 
to Catalonia's further education policy 
in general. 
The courses must not be distributed ar- 
bitrarily. The most immediate socio- 
economic context must be what ultima- 
tely decides their location, in two appa- 
rently contradictory senses: what a city 
or region in fact has to offer and what it 
could offer if its economy were trans- 
formed. The university must make use of 
the region, and at the same time, the 
region must make use of the university, 
as the public service it is. An example of 
the first condition applied to the Rovira 
i Virgili University is the considerable 
industrial presence over much of Tarra- 
gona, especially the chemical industry, 
which justifies the emphasis placed on 
science and chemical engineering cour- 
ses. Or, similarly, the fact that the city 
contains a first-class artistic and archi- 
tectural heritage, the reflection of a past 
we have not yet reconstructed in its en- 
tirety, speaks out in favour of making 
Archaeology and Classics another im- 
portant feature of our University. An 
example of the second condition is the 
specialization in Enology: the fact is 
that the wine industry that flourished so 
spectacularly and for so many years in 
the regions of Priorat, Conca de Barbe- 
ra, Baix Penedks, Terra Alta, etc. is at 
present going through a profound crisis; 
the training of future specialists in this 
field at the URV must aim at bringing 
about a reviva1 in this today somewhat 
depressed branch of the economy. 
The URV must cater first and most di- 
rectly to the needs of the immediate 
environment. And this calls for policies 
involving continued contact and colla- 
boration with public and private local 
institutions and businesses. But the 
work of the Rovira i Virgili must by no 
means be limited to this. We can do 
nothing for the area of Tarragona unless 
we practise the spirit of universality. 
The model we essentially intend for the 
URV is obviously summed up in the 
study plans we have mapped out for it: 
first of all, the courses responding most 
closely to the local context: Chemistry 
and Chemical Engineering, and the 
Technical Engineering specialities Elec- 
tronics, Electricity and Industrial Che- 
mistry (with Mechanical Technical En- 
gineering foreseen for 1994); the His- 
tory and Geography of Enology and 
Enology itself. Secondly, subjects that 
need to be spread over Catalonia to 
avoid overcrowding in a few centres: 
Medicine and the Health Sciences, 
Physiotherapy, Nursing, Management 
Studies, Business Studies, Law and In- 
dustrial Relations. And thirdly, those 
that any good university has to include: 
further courses in the Human Sciences 
such as Anthropology (second cycle), 
Catalan Philology, Hispanic Philology 
and English Philology; and the Educa- 
tional Sciences: Teacher Training, 
Psychology and Pedagogy. This design 
answers to the demands of society. But 
we are aware that what is asked for 
often reflects hegemonic and market in- 
terests; the URV must help to trans- 
form reality and if necessary change the 
laws of supply and demand, in the hope 
of contributing to a much needed hu- 
manization. 
At the same time, we feel that the loca- 
tion of our colleges should stick to the 
urban criteria applied so far, for several 
reasons: the present political and finan- 
cial situation doesn't seem to favour the 
execution of an alternative project; we 
have no sites in this area of a type sui- 
ted to the ideal university campus that 
generally comes to mind; nearby towns 
will draw a greater benefit from the so- 
cial, cultural, economic and employ- 
ment advantages that an urban URV 
will bring; unlike many universities in 
the English-speaking world, the URV 
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belongs to Mediterranean Europe, 
where people lead an intense urban life. 
Nevertheless, this choice will have to be 
accompanied by a move on the part of 
local authorities and the Catalan gov- 
ernment to provide the right sites for 
our colleges, and Tarragona has splen- 
did sites to offer. Also, the urban model 
must not be the cause of a "fragmented" 
URV; despite the legitimacy of applica- 
tions from the local authorities of towns 
in the Tarragona region, the URV must 
stick to a nuclear conception and avoid 
a dispersa1 that would go against the 
university's strictly academic interests 
and get in the way of an exchange be- 
tween centres as demanded by the inter- 
disciplinary approach and their subse- 
quent complementariness. 
We feel that, in keeping with a wide- 
spread trend with excellent results in 
Mediterranean Europe, the URV 
should not exceed the figure of ten or 
twelve thousand students -at the mo- 
ment it has 8,000. This size will make 
for smoother running by eliminating 
the dependence on an obstructive bu- 
reaucracy; exchanges between the uni- 
versities will be more fluid and more 
frequent; and we shall be better able to 
tackle the necessary university reform. 
Finally 1 would emphasize another as- 
pect of particular importance today: the 
URV's participation in the construc- 
tion and consolidation of the unity of 
the European Community. We are ap- 
proaching a period when the overall 
situation will have to be looked at from 
the point of view of the new Europe. 
We will have to take care to ensure that 
this new project yields real benefits. 
For the URV there is no question that 
the healthy trend towards internationa- 
lization contributes to the defence of 
the Catalan national reality within a 
centralist state. The first commitment 
we in the Paisos Catalans must take on 
is that of becoming part of Europe, but 
without forgetting our national loyal- 
ties: from a strictly Catalan footing, we 
need to project ourselves outwards, un- 
limited by borders, but with an essential 
European imprint. 
The URV must take on this special Eu- 
ropean dimension characterized by 
greater mobility, international co-op- 
eration, a deep insight into the reality of 
Europe, a particular plurilingual educa- 
tion, the recognition and homologation 
of academic qualifications, etc. 
A united Europe, as scientists, but espe- 
cially as individuals, makes no sense 
unless it recognizes each piece of the 
mosaic of peoples we al1 belong to; 
otherwise, it would mean resigning our- 
selves to a position of inferiority which 
would neither enrich us nor allow us to 
enrich others. 
It was in this light that, on 20 March 
1993, a singular multilateral outline 
agreement to collaborate was signed in 
Tarragona between the URV and the 
universities of Girona, Lleida, Perpinya 
and the Balearics, also endorsed by the 
universities of Castelló and Alacant. In 
other words, universities of similar size 
and with similar growth forecasts, from 
al1 over the Paisos Catalans, linked by 
their geographical proximity and by his- 
torical, cultural, linguistic and acade- 
mic relations. This agreement will help 
establish communications channels to 
improve and increase the exchanges in 
scientific understanding, in administra- 
tion and in the cultural sphere in gene- 
ral. It underscores the URV's realisa- 
tion that at a moment when borders are 
being relaxed it becomes more than 
ever essential that we reflect on, under- 
stand, and reinforce our identity, be- 
cause by strengthening solidary links 
between the universities of the Paisos 
Catalans we are better poised for the 
outward projection without which nei- 
ther the URV nor any university can 
survive. • 
